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larrr  not  an lccontpl ishccl  lawyer.  I  l lnclcpr i te as rnuch r later ia l  lor  a lecture,  in those points whercin I

havc l ' : r r lccl  as in those wherein I  have l ' r , :cn tnoclerately successl 'Lt l .

Thc lcading rr-r lc f i r r  the lawyer,  as fbl  the ntart  ol 'cvery other cal l ing. is c l i l igcncc. Lcavc nothing

l i rr  to-r lorrow, which can bc clonc to-clay. Ncvcl let  yout 'corresponclence 1'al l  behincl .  Whatcver piece ol '

business you lruve in hancl,  l relbrc stopping, do al l  thc labr l l  pertaining to i t ,  which can then be clone .

Whcn you br ing a col l rnron-law suit .  i l 'yor-t  have the l 'acts lbr c loing so. wri te thc cleclarat ion at once .  l f  i r

law point l re involvccl ,  exerrnine the books, ancl  notc thc ar"r thor i ty you rcly on, upon thc clcclarat ion i tscl f ,

where yol t  are sLlre to f incl  i t  when wantecl .  The sante of 'c lef 'cnccs ancl plei ts.  In busine ss not l ikely to bc

l i t igatet i --ort l i r rary ct l l lcct ion cascs. l i l reclost-u'cs. part i t ions, artc l  thc l ikc,--nrakc al l  exanrinut iorrs ol ' t i t lcs

^ancl notc thern,^ ancl cvcn clral ' t  ordcrs ancl c lccrccs in i tdvartce. This coLrrse has a tr ipple a( lvantagc; i t

avoicls orrr issions ancl ncglcct,  servcs your labot ' .  when oncc ckrnct per lortns the labor out o1'court  whcn

you have leisurc, rathelthan in coul ' t ,  whcn yolt  have n<tt .  Extcrtrporancous speaking shoLrlc l  be pract icecl

ancl cul t ivated. I t  is thc lawyer 's i lvenlre to thc pLrbl ic.  I {owcvcr able ancl tai thf i r l  hc rnay bc in othct '

rcspccts,  l tcoplc arc slow to br ing hirn trr"rsiness, i f  he ci tn not make a specch. And yet thcre is not a r txxe

f i r tal  errr tr  to young lawycrs, than rcly ing too rnuch on speech-nraking. I l 'any one. Lrpon his rare po\^/e fs

ol-speaking. shal l  c lairn an cxenrpt ion l rorn the cln"tclgely of the law, his case is a fai l r -rre in advancc

Nevfi'ffca1fir€.c ^Discourage^ litigation. Persuade your neighbors to cnrnpronrise whenever yoLl can.

Point out to theln how the nominal winner is ol te n a real loser,  in f 'ees, expenses, and waste o1' t i tnc. As a

peace-maker,  the lawyer has a superiol  opertutr i ty of  being a goocl man. There wi l l  st i l l  be busit tcss

enor"rgh.



Never stir Lrp litigation. A worsc rnan can scarcely be eerresived of^found^ than otte who does this.

Who can be nrolc ne arly a lie ncl tlian he whcl habitually ovcrhar-rls the Register of cleecls, in sealch ol-

def 'ects in t i t les, whcreon to st ir up str i l 'e, ancl pul money in his pocket? A rnoral tone ought to be irt f irsecl

into the profi .-ssion. which should clr ive sr"rch men olrt of i t .

T'he matter of'l'ees is intportant firr beyoncl thc mct'e qlrcstion ol'breatd and br"rtter involvecl. Properly

atenclecl to t 'Lrl ler. justice is clonc to both lawyel and cl icnt. An cxorbitant 1'ee should never bc clairncd. As

a gerreral rulc, never take your wholc l 'ee in aclvartce, nor i tny rrrore than a small rctainer. Whcn l ir l ly paicl

bclorc hancl. you arc nlore than a cornmon mot'tal if you can l'ecl thc satrc interest in the casc. as il'

srtrnething was sti l l  in prospect l i l r  you, as wcll  as lor your cl ient. Ancl whcn yot-t lack intcrcst in the case .

thc job wil l  vcry l ikely lack ski l l  ancl di l igencc in the pcrl irrnrance. Sett lc thc amount of l 'ec, ancl take a

notc in aclvance . 'l 'hen yor"r will l 'eel that yor"r arc working lirr sonrcthing, ancl you ̂ are^ sLrrc to clo your

work faithl ir l ly, ancl well .  Ncver scl l  a f 'cc-notc--at leasl. rrot bclorc the cottsidcLlt ior^ scrvice is

perf i l lnrccl. I t  lcacls to ncgligcnce ancl cl ishonesty--ncgligcnce , by losing intcrcst in thc catse, ancl

t lrshoncsty in rcfusing to rel irncl, when you have al lowccl the consideration to lzri l .

' l 'hcre is a vaguc popular bcl icl ' that lawyers are nccressari ly cl ishonest. Isay vague. bccause when rvc

consider to what cxtent conl'iclence, ancl honors ure rcp(.)se(l in, ancl conf'errecl upon lawycrs by thc

pcople, i t  appears improbablc that their intpression o1'cl ishonesty, is very t l ist inct ancl vivicl.  Yct the

exprcssion, is contmon--alurost irnivcrsal. [-et no yoLurg ntan. choosing thc law lor a cal l ing, I 'ol i t

l l tol l tent yielcl to t lr is popLrlar beliel ' .  Rcsolve to be honest at al l  events; ancl i l ' ,  in yourown.iucignrcnt, yol l

can not be an ht- ' 'nest- lawyer, resolvc to be honest wit l iout being a lawyer. Choosc somc othcr

occupation, rathcr thun onc in the choosinu of which yclu c1o, in aclvance, conscnt to be a knave.


